A Sonnet on Marriage 

Bobbye Wood 
And they have loved -- and learned through many years
That laughter is one bond that holds them close,
Along with kindness, caring, listening to the heart,
Forgiving more than those with rules suppose;
They've learned to share the grief that halves the pain;
They've learned to share the dividends of joy;
They've learned that growth comes slowly, and that change
Is not the kind of threat they must avoid;
They've built of common values and desires
A school where close companions learn to grow,
A place where friendship's echoes are alive,
Where educations's benefits can show.
Now they regard enrichment as the key
To intimacy's joy and mystery. 



“A Sonnet on Marriage” lists many elements of a strong marriage – things that hold a couple close.  Please take a few minutes and do the following: 

1) Pick one of those elements from the sonnet above (or another of your own choosing) and briefly describe time in your memory when that element brought you and your partner closer together.   

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2) Share your writing with your partner and listen to theirs. 

3) Discuss how to continue nurturing that element in the future. 

Optional, if time: 

4) If there are any of those elements above that have been missing or weak in your life together, discuss its importance to you and how you might foster that element more strongly.  
